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Introduction
Welcome to Becoming a Star Teacher: Practical Strategies and Inspiration for K-6 Teachers. It
is our hope that the eight audiotapes and workbook that comprise this program will be
sources of support and inspiration as you meet the important challenges of your first
year of teaching. We trust that you will have the support of a formal or informal mentor
teacher as you begin your professional career. Whether or not you are so fortunate, we
are confident that you will find valuable advice and invaluable wisdom in the voices of
the veteran teachers you will come to know throughout the eight audiotape programs.

If you do not have a mentor teacher to turn to for collegial support, we hope that you
will come to think of Joni, Judy, Rhonda, and Steve as a mentoring team dedicated to
helping you succeed in the important work you have chosen to pursue. If you have a
mentor teacher, we encourage you to share this program with him or her so that the
two of you might use the tapes and this workbook as springboards to even deeper
conversations about teaching and learning in the elementary grades.

How to Use This Program

We suggest that you begin by listening to Tape 1: Introductions and Teacher as Decision
Maker. In this program you will be introduced to Joni Edmondson, Judy Eggemeier,
Steve Huff, and Rhonda Mumaw, the four veteran teachers whose wisdom of practice is
the heart of this series. After the introductions, you will listen in as the teachers share
their insights on Teacher as Decision Maker. The remaining seven programs have been
structured to reflect the order in which they might be needed by a beginning teacher.
This structure, however, is not critical because each of the remaining tapes constitute a
stand-alone program. Consequently, you may prefer to listen to whatever tape you feel
best meets your needs at a given time. whatever method you employ, we know you will
profit from returning to the tapes for repeated listening.

Every audiotape program in the series is supported by a section in this workbook. Each
corresponding section has been designed to help you reflect on and apply the many
suggestions offered by the veteran teachers. We suggest that after listening to each tape
you turn to the appropriate workbook section and complete the activities related to that
program.

In addition to the three or more activities that comprise each section, you will find a
summary of the key pieces of advice put forth by Joni, Judy, Rhonda, and Steve. Finally,
you will find references at the end of each section that provides bibliographic
information for the professional books and children’s literature referred to in the audio
program. In addition, you will also find references for other books that may be valuable
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resources related to the topics and issues discussed in that program.

The final tape in the series is titled The Joys of Teaching. In bringing closure, Joni, Judy,
Rhonda, and Steve share their personal stories as classroom teachers and describe the
special meaning teaching has brought to their respective lives We think you will be
inspired by the commitment and optimism that characterize these veteran practitioners
and hope that their thoughts will help guide you to a successful first year and a joyful
career.
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